Friends FORECAST

FRIENDS or LIBRARIES & ARCHIVES or TEXAS

Spring 2010

Laura W. Bush, former U.S. and Texas First Lady, dedicated the Lorenzo de Zavala State Archives and Library Building,
the headquarters of the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC), as a national Literary Landmark,

Thursday, December 3, 2009.

SEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 3.

HOUSTON ENDOWMENT
CHALLENGE A SUCCESS!

Capital Campaign Moves Forward, Upward

One year ago the Houston Endowment
issued a challenge to the Friends—raise $3
million by March 2010, and the Endowment
would grant $500,000 to complete the first
phase of the Capital Campaign for the Loren-
zo de Zavala State Archives and Library
Building. As daunting as that seemed, we
knew we were already more than half way
there. With your help, we succeeded!

Your outpouring of support—individual
friends, organizations, businesses, founda-
tions, and a boost from the Texas Legisla-
ture, enabled us to meet the challenge. These
funds mean that the Texas State Library and
Archives Commission can complete the pur-
chase and installation of all shelving and fur-

niture (see “Come and See It!” by Peggy D.
Rudd).

With excitement and enthusiasm we move
forward to the Campaign’s next phase. We are
committed to creating a 21st Century library
and archives for the people of Texas. Fund-
raising will go toward specialized imaging
equipment, custom exhibit cases to display
the Archives’ Treasures—maps, documents,
flags, and artifacts that tell the story of Tex-
as—and systems to enhance their security.

Help us reach the $5 million mark! Con-
tact Development Director Charlotte Mc-
Cann at (512) 936-2505, or at cmccann@tsl.
state.tx.us to become involved.

Come and
See It!

It’s not every day that a li-
brary makes it into the industry
publication Texas Construc-
tion, but there we are in the
February/March 2010 issue in
an article entitled “Spotlight On
Renovation.”

From the Texas State Capi-
tol, one can look east and see
the newly refurbished bronze
doors of the Lorenzo de Za-
vala State Archives and Library
building gleaming in the mid-
day sun. Glass walls now frame
the lobby of the building, once
described by a long-time Sena-
tor as a “tomb,” and the area is
open to natural light that show-
cases the stunning wall mural
depicting the panoply of Texas
history. New furniture graces
public service areas. The light
in the lobby ceiling sparkles. To
the casual observer, it appears
that the building has always
looked this way. But those of
us who have lived in this build-
ing under construction for the
past two years have witnessed
the transformation firsthand.
And the result is a lovely sight
to behold!

By mid-April all furniture
and shelving will have been
delivered and installed. Staff
located in a temporary off-site
facility will return to the Zavala
building, and staff temporarily
located in spaces in the Zavala
building will settle into their
new “homes” in early May. Li-
brary and archival collections
have already started returning
to the building, and this mas-
sive “migration” will continue
through May.

We are so excited at the
prospect of having the renova-
tion completed and having a
fully functional building soon

See COME/SEE page 4
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SMALL LIBRARIES —
BIG SERVICE

Small public libraries in Tex-
as may be small in size, but they
offer big benefits to their com-
munities. A perfect example is
the Cross Plains Public Library
that was just named a 2010 fi-
nalist for Library Journal’s
“Best Small Library in America”
award co-sponsored by the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation.
Library director Linda Burns
was honored at a dinner at the
national Public Library Asso-
ciation Conference in Portland,
Oregon, on March 25th. In her
award letter praising the library, Jill Nishi,
Deputy Director of the Foundation’s U.S.
Libraries Program, said this about the Cross
Plains Public Library:

In the midst of challenging economic
times, Cross Plains Public Library has man-
aged to raise a majority of its operating funds
to expand space and services — a testament
to its value in the community. The library
works to ensure that its public computers and
Internet connections — the only library ser-
vices of this nature within a 20-mile radius
— are well-supported and can meet growing
public demand. Its innovative and ambitious
“Meet the Author” program exemplifies how
library programming can bring residents to-
gether to strengthen the community.

We congratulate Linda, her staff, and vol-
unteers for their invaluable contribution to
their community and for achieving national
recognition for their efforts.

Another example is the Coleman Coun-
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Enjoying well-deserved recognition at the PLA Conference in Portland were,
left to right, Judy Luter, Cross Plains board president, Ginny Hoskins, board
member, Jill Nishi of the Gates Foundation, Linda Burns, Cross Plains
director, and Wilma Lawrence, board member.

Peggy D. Rudd

ty Public Library, which I had
the pleasure to visit recently
to celebrate the library’s 125th
birthday. Public school stu-
dents in the county are issued
a personal laptop in 4th grade,
and when school lets out in the
afternoon, students flood the li-
brary to use its Wi-Fi network
to do homework, write papers,
and access electronic resources.
The library is a beehive of ac-
tivity with people of all ages
using computers, browsing
well-stocked shelves of books
and other materials, and thumbing through
magazines and newspapers. And it’s not
unusual to see customers with a hot cup of
coffee in their hands, courtesy of the library.
The environment is warm, welcoming, and
comfortable, and library director Sue Dos-
sey, her staff, and volunteers make everyone
who enters feel right at home.

To celebrate Valentine’s Day, the Eden
Public Library gave a “valentine” to their
community in the form of a reception to
thank them for contributing to the fund to
renovate the library and create a beautiful
new meeting room space. Pink and red hearts
abounded, and the crowd on hand reveled in
the newly renovated library, which occupies
space in the heart of downtown Eden. But
all “partying” aside, what people were really
celebrating was their library and the good
work that library director Deanna Beaver
and her staff and volunteers do to bring their
library to life for the people they serve.

The communities served by these librar-
ies are small, but the libraries are big in ev-
ery way that counts!

Peggy D. Rudd W

Director and Librarian
Texas State Library and Archives Commission
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ABOUT THE
FRIENDS

The Friends of Libraries &
Archives of Texas is a nonprofit
organization that supports the
work of the Texas State Library
and Archives Commission
and the efforts of local library
friends groups around the
state.

The Texas State Library
and Archives Commission is
the state agency that improves
Texas library services and
preserves and makes accessible
the official history and records
of Texas government.
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LAURA BUSH HONORS TSLAC
BUILDING AS LITERARY LANDMARK

On a crisp, cool but sunny day in December, Laura
W. Bush, former U.S. and Texas First Lady, stood on the
porch of the Lorenzo de Zavala State Archives and Li-
brary Building in Austin and dedicated the building as
Texas’ fourth national Literary Landmark. About 300
people—local and statewide media, and many dignitaries
turned out for the ceremony on Dec. 3, 2009.

Other Literary Landmark designees are the O. Henry
House and Museum in Austin (1999); the Menger Hotel in
San Antonio (2000); and the Katherine Anne Porter Home
in Kyle (2002). The Texas Center for the Book nominated
the de Zavala building, and The Friends of Libraries & Ar-
chives of Texas made the application for landmark status
to the Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends
and Foundations (ALTAFF) based on the work of three
authors who used materials from the Texas State Archives
for their research: James Michener, author of Texas; Jack
“Jaxon” Jackson, author and illustrator of graphic novels
on Texas history; and Walter Prescott Webb, author of The
Texas Rangers.

“Visitors from around the world can appreciate the
treasures at the Texas State Library and Archives that
have been made available here,” said Mrs. Bush. “From
the papers of Stephen F. Austin, the father of Texas, to
Travis’ letter from the Alamo, to the Matamoros Battalion
flag captured at the battle of San Jacinto, the archives pro-
vide a window into Texas history.”

After the 30-minute ceremony, everyone was invited
into the newly-renovated lobby for refreshments and a
special exhibit highlighting the work of the three authors.

For more pictures, please visit www.tsl.state.tx.us/lit-
erarylandmark/index.html.

STATE ARCHIVIST, CHRIS LAPLANTE,
RETIRES AFTER 35 YEARS OF SERVICE

Staff at the Texas State Library and Archives Commis-
sion bid a fond farewell to Chris LaPlante, who retired af-
ter 35 years of state service on August 31, 2009. Chris be-
gan his career with TSLAC as a processing archivist and
became Director of Archives and Information Services in
1985. Chris accomplished many great things in his tenure
including fighting to retain Texas Governor papers in the
public domain and recovery of stolen documents from the
State Archives. Chris’ professionalism, knowledge and
sense of humor will be greatly missed.
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& Campaign Supporters

$1 MILLION ~ Edward & Sandra Pickett,
Jean and Price Daniel Foundation, Inc. in memory of Lowell Lebermann;
in honor of Dianna Dorman
$500,000 Tom Sweazea, in memory of Lou Hill

Houston Endowment Inc.
Summerlee Foundation

ALAMO DEFENDER

Tocker Foundation
SAN ]ACINTO HERO

$5,000+
$10,000+ Neubus, Inc.
AT&T Foundation Priddy Foundation
Martha Doty Freeman Peggy D. Rudd
H.E.B.
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HJ TEXAS TRAIL DRIVER

$1,000+
Atascocito Historical Society
Beirne Foundation
W. Terrell Blodgett,
in memory of Dorothy Blodgett
Ruth McLean Bowers
Alfred Davis, IV,
in honor of Sandra Pickett
Kenneth & Dianna Dorman
First Baptist Church of Tyler
Friends of Ward County Library
Chris LaPlante
Scott McAfee,
in memory of Charlotte Rhodes
JoAnne Moore
Marvin & Shirley Rich,
in memory of Kenneth Joseph Rich;
in memory of Liz Carpenter
Michael & Janice Schott
Staff of the Texas State Library & Archives
100-Day Campaign

TEXAS RANGER $500+
Anonymous, in honor of Sandra Pickett
Patti Atkins
Austin Genealogical Society
Clements Foundation
David & Laura Gracy,
in memory of Dorman Winfrey;
in honor of Chris LaPlante
Daughters of the American Colonists,
Texas State Society
Mrs. Ben Pickett,
in honor of Ed & Sandy Pickett
PLANT (Public Library Administrators of
North Texas)

Robert Schaadt,
in honor of Chris LaPlante & Peggy Rudd;
in honor of Sandy Pickett;
in memory of Michael Heskett
Texas Research Ramblers Genealogical
Society
Sue Trammell Whitfield
Michael C. Waters
Doug & Frances Whiddon

TEXAS PIONEER $100+
Stephen & Sherry Allsup, in honor of
Homer Hutcheson & Joyce Gustafson

Manuel Alvarez
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous, in honor of TSL Employees
Dr. E.L. & Gladys Bigelow, in memory of
Bill Donohue, Frances Welch, & Arline
Graves
Malcolm G. Baker, Jr.
Verna & Anthony Banes
Victor Barranco
Carol & Kenneth Bartz
Milton & Hester Bell, in honor of Ruth Horn
Sue Bilich, in memory of Celia & Charlie
Lerman and Bell & Morris Bilich
Bill Brabson
Dr. C.A. Brandimarte
Lori S. Brix
Dr. Reese and Sara Brown,
in honor of Sandra Pickett
Kenneth & Sharon Carr
Dorothy Church
Wendy Clark
Helen Croft, in honor of Patrick Heath
Joan & Max Daniel
Thomas Houston Daniel
Susan Smith Dorsey
Karen & David Drabek, in honor of
TSLAC Administrative Services Division

First Baptist Church of Austin, LE
in honor of Tonia Wood
Friends of the Liberty County Library
M.W. Ford, Jr.,
in honor of Dorothy Russell Ford
Robert B. Ford,
in honor of “The Old Three Hundred”
Todd Fontenot
Nedra & R. Don Foster
Mr. & Mrs. Radford H. Freel
Friends of the Canyon Public Library
Friends of the Smithville Library
Friona Public Library & Friends of the
Friona Public Library
Juanita Green, in memory of
James Bowlin, Texas Pioneer, 1827
Mary & M.B. Harrington
Jean and Fred Heath
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Hebert,
in honor of Sandra Pickett
Roger & Emily Hewitt
Gretchen Hoffman
Jan & David Hughes,
in honor of Darryl Tocker
Adam & Kimberly Johnson
Lucette Johnson
Dennis M Key,
in memory of John Henry Key
Mrs. J.H. Key, Sr.,
in memory of John Henry Key
Nelda Laney
Tracy Kuhn Lash,
in memory of Daniel Kuhn;
in memory of Michael Heskett
Cecilia Longoria
Al & Darlene Lowman
J.C. Martin
Peter Flagg Maxson,
in honor of Sandy Pickett; Austin
Genealogical Society’s 50th Anniversary
Nancy Maxwell
Charlotte McCann
Charlotte & Robert McGuire
Hardy Miller
Jan & Herb Moltzan
Joan S. Moore
Louis & Donna Neumeyer,
in memory of Miriam Partlow
Patrons of the Talking Book Program
Ramon C. Noches
Mr. & Mrs. R.C. Owens,
in honor of Fred & Jean Heath
Connie Perdue
Norman & Jeri Phillips
Carl & Laura Pickett
Jim & Katherine Ray
Sally & Jim Reynolds
A. Rifkin Co.

Carol Roark & Lon Burnam
Jan J. Roberts,
in honor of Dorman H. Winfrey
Ann D. Rogers,
in memory of Gov. & Mrs. Bill Daniel

Paul Sartwell
Beverly Shirley

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Shoaf,

in honor of Claire Panebianco
Gene & lda Simmons
Deanna & Ben Smith,

in honor of Jane F. Rector

Patricia Smith
Ronald Sommers & Charles Mary
Kubricht

Walter & Julie Standish,

in honor of Sandy Pickett

Warren & Bonnie Steed

Glenn Wheeler Vickery, in honor of
Captain Odis M. Wheeler, Texas Rifles
Mrs. Alex Waugh

Roy Dunn Cyndy Wilson
Mary Margaret Farabee Betty Yarbrough,
E'I Ken & Marcia Farmer in honor of Brooke Sheldon I'E
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Make me a Friend

| want to join Friends of
Libraries & Archives of Texas

Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone Fax
E-mail

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

ONLY**

a 1 Life M
o op00Life Member 5 Alamo Defender $10,000+!
QO  $40 Family Q  San Jacinto Hero $5,000+ !
O  $35 Affiliate Group O Texas Trail Driver $1,000+ ,
O $25 Individual U Texas Ranger $500+ 1
O  $10 Senior (65+) QO  Texas Pioneer $100+ ,
O $10 Student Q Other$

** Donate to the Friends of Libraries & Archives of Texas $10 million Capital
Campaign! Your gift of $25 or more includes a one-year Friends membership.

Friends of Libraries & Archives of Texas keeps all personal information private
and does not share members’ phone numbers, mailing addresses or e-mail
addresses with third parties. Friends promotes and advocates the statewide
services and collections of the Texas State Library and Archives Commission. We
foster the development and growth of local groups in support of local libraries
and archives in Texas. Friends fundraises to expand the services and collections
of the Texas State Library & Archives Commission and supports the efforts of its
staff. Your contribution is tax deductible.

Make your check payable to:

Friends of Libraries & Archives of Texas
PO Box 12983, Austin, TX 78711
(512) 936-2505 ¢ friends@tsl.state.tx.us

www.texaslibraryfriends.org

Spring 2010
New Friends Web Site is Up!

\We are excited to report that the redesigned Friends Website
is up and running! It can be viewed at www.texaslibraryfriends.
org. The new site emphasizes the Capital Campaign, is more
interactive, and will facilitate membership-building and
campaign outreach to the public.

The Friends thank Silent Partners, Inc. for their Web design
services, and the expert staff of the Texas State Library and
Archives Commission, for turning that design into a fully
accessible Web site. Please let us know what you think!

Friends NEWS & NOTES

Friends Annual Membership Meeting &

Program at TLA 2010

“You’ve Got a Friend: When Do You Really Need
a Friends Group” is the title of the Friends’ program for
the 2010 annual membership meeting in San Antonio on
Wednesday, April 14 at 2 pm.

Speakers include library development consultant
Michael Bacon of bacon lee & associates, and Mary
Beth Harrington of the Texas Association of Nonprofit
Organizations. The presentations will cover the nuts &
bolts of establishing library Friends organizations.

Still unconfirmed as we go to press, the Friends also
hopes to host a book signing for David Gracy and his new
book The State Library and Archives of Texas—A History,
1835-1962.

COME/SEE! from page 1

to share with the world. We have plans—BIG plans for
regular programs, workshops, demonstrations, and other
learning experiences that will help us begin our new cen-
tury of service to Texas!

Many thanks to all of you who contributed and will con-
tinue to contribute to the Texas State Library and Archives
Commission and our work to be good stewards of the past
and to lead information and library services into the future.
(Read more about it at http://texas.construction.com/fea-
tures/2010/0301_HistoricLandmark-1.asp.)

Peggy D. Rudd, Director and Librarian

FRIENDS or LIBRARIES

ARCHIVES or TEXAS

PO Box 12983
Austin, TX 78711



